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	[bookmark: _Toc452033778]Progress Report on the implementation of the project for the mid-term evaluation of scientific quality 
The document must be prepared in English only



	Project title:
	· Indicate the project title in accordance with the agreement/contract concluded for the implementation of the project 

	Agreement No.:
	· Specify Agreement No.

	Specific support objective/ activity number and title: 
	Activity 6.1.1.2 "Development of research for the sustainable use of natural resources in the context of environmental and climate objectives" of Specific Support Objective 6.1.1 "Mitigating the economic, social and environmental impacts of the transition to climate neutrality in the most affected regions" 


	Project applicant: 
	· Indicate the legal name of the project applicant without using abbreviations.

	Start and end date of project implementation
	· Specify the start and end dates of the project

	Mid-term date
	· Specify the mid-term date of the project

	Submission date of the Report:
	· Indicate the date of submission of the Report



· When completing the sections of the Report, the mid-term evaluation criteria must be taken into account.  
· The Report shall include information on the progress of the project’s implementation, including the achievement of objectives and planned scientific results, as well as the progress of the project’s research implementation for the purpose of evaluating the scientific quality of the results at the mid-term stage (rather than at the end of the Report submission deadline)
· Where applicable, the Report shall provide an explanation of the results planned but not yet achieved as of the mid-term stage (e.g., delayed project activities) and propose a future work plan (including a timeline and available resources) to achieve the project’s objectives, scientific results, and outcomes by the end of the project implementation period.
· The information included in the Report regarding the project’s research progress shall be supported by scientific project results, such as publications, which are attached as the results of the Report. 
· Files in PDF format can be attached to the Report in English. If additional documents are attached, the Report must include references to the attached appendices.  
· It is advisable not to duplicate the information provided in the Report’s subsections.


	1. [bookmark: _Toc452033779]PROJECT PROGRESS SUMMARY


	[bookmark: _Toc452033780]Progress in achieving the project objective and the implementation of the key activities, and project results achieved 

	Provide a brief description of the expected deliverables and milestones for the project at the mid-term stage.
 
This section provides a concise summary of the entire Report. This section should provide a clear overview of the project’s overall progress, the implementation of key activities, and the results achieved to date. The description should be clear, concise, and reflect the key aspects of the project’s progress.

This section should include the following information:
1. Briefly describe the extent to which the project’s main objective has been achieved by the mid-term stage.
2. Explain how the results achieved by the mid-term stage contribute to the achievement of the project’s planned objective.
Summarize the implementation of key activities, highlighting the most significant tasks completed, achievements, challenges, and changes, as well as the main results that demonstrate the project’s progress and the fulfillment of its objectives.

The description should be sufficiently comprehensive to provide an overview of the project’s progress, key achievements, and current challenges. This section should highlight the key points, with more detailed information provided in the subsequent sections of the Report.

The Report must provide feedback on the issues identified for clarification in the initial evaluation (of the project proposal) by foreign experts and the measures taken to address them. The description may be provided in this or other sections of the Report, depending on the topics identified by foreign experts as requiring clarification.
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	2. [bookmark: _Toc452033784]PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND THEIR PLANNED AND ACHIEVED DELIVERABLES* AND MILESTONES**


	No.

	Name of project activity 
	Measures taken in the implementation of the project up to the mid-term stage
	Planned deliverable and/or milestone 
	The deliverable and/or milestone achieved at the mid-term stage of the scientific quality evaluation, expressed in numerical terms 

	1.
	All project activities shall be listed in accordance with the current agreement on project implementation.
	The Report shall detail the progress made in implementing the activity and the beneficiary’s self-assessment of the work accomplished, including the time period during which the activity was carried out. 
Briefly describe the involvement of cooperation partners, where applicable, providing more detailed information in Section 6.2 of the Report

Also briefly outline the work that remains to be done until the end of the project implementation, specifying the planned completion date.

	Specify the planned project deliverable and/or milestone (number and unit of measurement).
	Specify the achieved value of the deliverable and/or milestone (number and unit of measurement); where applicable, include references to the appendices, in accordance with the numbering of the list of submitted documents.


	1.1.
	
	
	
	

	1.2.
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*Results achieved through the activities. 
**Milestones achieved within the framework of the project. Outcome and result indicators specified in the national regulatory framework of Activity No. 6.1.1.2 "Development of research for the sustainable use of natural resources in the context of environmental and climate objectives":
1. The number of scientific articles for which support has been provided for their preparation and publication;
2. Preparation and submission of research proposals for research grants;
3. Companies that collaborate with research organizations. 



	3. SCIENTIFIC EXCELLENCE
In this section, the beneficiary of the funding must provide a clear, structured description of the project’s scientific quality and progress.

	3.1. Course of the project implementation, achievement of objectives and results

	Provide a brief description of the project’s planned objectives to be achieved. 

In this subsection, provide information on:
3.1.1. The overall progress of the project implementation and the most significant activities completed up to the mid-term stage, identifying the interim results achieved at the mid-term stage, which are substantiated by the information provided in the Report or the attached appendices (if applicable, include references to the appendices, in accordance with the numbering of the list of submitted documents).

3.1.2. Milestones achieved:
3.1.2.1. Outcome and result indicators specified in Paragraphs 10, 11, and 12 of Cabinet Regulation No. 746[footnoteRef:1](hereinafter - SAMP MKN) for Special Support Objective Activity No. 6.1.1.2: [1:  Cabinet Regulation of 26 November 2024 No. 746 "Regulations Regarding the Implementation of Activity 6.1.1.2 "Development of research for the sustainable use of natural resources in the context of environmental and climate objectives" of Specific Support Objective 6.1.1 "Mitigating the economic, social and environmental impacts of the transition to climate neutrality in the most affected regions" of the European Union Cohesion Policy Programme 2021–2027".] 

· Companies that collaborate with research organizations.

· The number of scientific articles for which support has been provided for their preparation and publication.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The scientific articles have been written and published or accepted for publication in journals or conference proceedings included in the Web of Science, SCOPUS, or ERIH (A or B) databases, and at least five of them have been published or accepted for publication in first-quartile (Q1) journals included in these databases] 

(!) If scientific publications that were produced using multiple funding sources are included in the project’s milestone, the Report must provide justification for the publication’s direct relevance to the project. The justification must specify the project’s contribution to the preparation of the publication, including the scope of research activities carried out within the framework of the project and their proportion relative to the overall publication preparation process.

· Preparation and submission of research proposals for research[footnoteRef:3] grants. [3:  Research proposals have been prepared and submitted to international research and development project grants (such as Horizon Europe, Horizon Europe Partnerships, the European Commission’s LIFE program, the Nordforsk program, and others) and have been evaluated as meeting or exceeding the quality threshold
] 


3.1.2.2. Other outcomes planned for the project activities, in line with the project’s objective.

3.1.3. The progress in the implementation of all common (horizontal) tasks specified in Paragraph 13 of the SAMP MKN.

3.1.4. Research results, in accordance with the thematic research areas specified in Subparagraph 30.1 of the SAMP MKN.
Justify that the developed product or technology meets the definition of a new product or new technology, if applicable.





	3.2. The suitability of the chosen research methodology for the project’s objectives and its impact on the scientific quality of the results achieved

	In this subsection, provide information on:
3.2.1. The methodological soundness of the research, its logical structure, and the sequential implementation of activities, which allow for an assessment of the effectiveness and quality of the research plan based on the chosen research methodology and the implementation of an interdisciplinary approach.
3.2.2. The suitability of the selected and applied research category (basic research, industrial research, or experimental development) for the planned objective and the expected results.
3.2.3. The scientific quality of the project’s research results, taking into account the scientific value of the results achieved, the level of innovation (at the institutional, national, or international level), and the contribution to the creation of new knowledge or the advancement of existing knowledge, the relevance of the results to meeting the needs of a specific sector of the economy.

Also provide information on how an interdisciplinary approach and collaboration with other national or international research projects contribute to the achievement of high-quality, scientifically sound, and innovative results, while avoiding unnecessary duplication of research efforts.




	4. IMPACT
In this section, the beneficiary must provide a clear and well-reasoned description of the project’s impact to date and its expected impact.

	4.1.  Industry development and sustainability

	In this subsection, provide the following information:
4.1.1. How the project’s results help address issues related to climate change, the environment, or other societal needs.
4.1.2. The long-term impact of the research results achieved on the development of the sector, by promoting research capacity and excellence in the natural resources sector to achieve Latvia’s climate neutrality, rather than increasing peat extraction.
4.1.3. The socioeconomic impact of the research results achieved, including alignment with the smart specialization area "Knowledge-intensive Bioeconomy" and targeting the statistical regions of Kurzeme, Latgale, Vidzeme, and Zemgale[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  In accordance with the classification of the Nomenclature of territorial units for statistics 3 level (NUTS 3 level) in effect as of 25 November 2022.] 

4.1.4. How the activities carried out so far within the project contribute to long-term cooperation with Latvian or foreign scientific institutions (for example, by preparing new research project proposals, developing new cooperation networks, preparing publications, participating in international consortia, etc.).
4.1.5. How the project’s implementation to date contributes to strengthening the research capacity of the project’s research staff, including students and doctoral candidates.


	4.2. Dissemination of results and measures for the transfer of knowledge or technology

	In this subsection, provide the following information:
4.2.1. Intellectual property management – planned knowledge and technology transfer measures, their potential impact on the development of research for the sustainable use of natural resources in the context of environmental and climate goals, economic development, and meeting societal needs, including the quality of proposed measures to raise awareness among various target groups about project activities.
4.2.2. Ensuring the availability of the project’s results and the sustainability of the research outcomes.  




	5. QUALITY AND EFFICIENCY OF PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION
In this section, the beneficiary must provide a clear and well-reasoned description of the project implementation process, the use of resources, and the extent to which the results achieved correspond to what was planned.

	5.1. Efficiency of resource use and project management

	In this subsection, provide the following information:
5.1.1. A description of how the resource and results management system aligns with the project’s objectives, including quality and risk management.
5.1.2. The scientific capacity of the human resources involved, as well as the effectiveness and appropriateness of scientific management in relation to the volume of work performed and the results achieved.
5.1.3. The effectiveness and alignment of the activities, tasks, deliverables, and milestones carried out during project implementation with the project’s expected outcomes and timeline (an assessment of whether project implementation is proceeding according to the planned activity timeline).
(!) If changes from what was originally planned in the project proposal (methodology, project implementation activities, timeline, human resources, budget, etc.) are already evident during the mid-term stage, or if changes are planned for the project’s further implementation, a reasoned explanation must be provided regarding the reasons for the changes, the effectiveness of the re-planning of work tasks, and the impact on the achievement of the project’s objectives and results; it must also be indicated whether the originally planned objectives and results are realistically achievable by the end of the project.


	5.2. Quality of collaboration and partners’ contributions

	The quality of the collaboration must be described - including the division of roles and responsibilities among partners, their contribution to achieving the project’s objectives, and their role in ensuring the scientific quality and sustainability of the project’s results.







	6. SUMMARY OF THE PROJECT BUDGET

	Budget item
	Budget expenditures for the implementation of activities
	Costs

	
	
	Planned costs (total project costs), EUR
	Costs spent as of the mid-term stage, EUR

	List the main cost items as planned in the project, such as compensation, travel expenses…
	Provide references to the activities for which expenditures were incurred in the relevant budget group and give a brief justification for the use of funds
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL:
	
	



	Efficiency of the use of financial resources:

	Description (beneficiary’s assessment) of the efficiency of the use of material resources (including research infrastructure and equipment) and financial resources used on the implementation of project activities, taking into account the planned budget. Provide information on the project’s planned budget up to the mid-term stage and the funds actually spent.
Provide a brief overview of the planned further use of the budget during the course of the project implementation.




LIST OF SUBMITTED DOCUMENTS 
1.   
2.   
3.   
List in order all documents submitted as appendices to this Report that confirm the progress of the project’s implementation and the achievement of its results, and certify the accuracy of the information contained therein. 
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