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Evaluation criteria for European Commission database experts for the mid-term evaluation of the scientific quality of project results for Activity 6.1.1.2 

SCIENTIFIC EXCELLENCE
1. The course of the project implementation is focused on achieving its objectives and expected outcomes.
2. The methodology used in the project is appropriate for achieving the project’s objectives and final results.
3. It is possible to identify the project outcomes specified in the "Course of the project implementation, achievement of objectives and results" section of the "Progress Report on the implementation of the project for the mid-term evaluation of scientific quality":
a) Companies[footnoteRef:2] that collaborate with research organizations. [2:  with companies representing each of the four eligible regions and operating in the peat industry, a cooperation agreement has been concluded, under which these companies collaborate with the scientific institutions involved in the implementation of the activity to define the topics and needs of research project proposals and to engage in other effective cooperation activities during the project implementation period.] 

b) Scientific articles[footnoteRef:3] for which support has been provided for their preparation and publication. [3:  The scientific articles have been written and published or accepted for publication in journals or conference proceedings included in the Web of Science, SCOPUS, or ERIH (A or B) databases, and at least five of them have been published or accepted for publication in first-quartile (Q1) journals included in these databases.] 

c) Preparation and submission of research proposals[footnoteRef:4] for research grants. [4:  Research proposals have been prepared and submitted to international research and development project grants (such as Horizon Europe, Horizon Europe Partnerships, the European Commission’s LIFE program, the Nordforsk program, and others) and have been evaluated as meeting or exceeding the quality threshold.] 

4. The scientific quality of the project’s research results referred to in point 3 of these criteria is adequate, taking into account the scientific value of the results achieved, the level of innovation (institutional, national, or international level) and their relevance to meeting the needs of a specific sector of the economy. It can be determined that so far in the project:
4.1. The activities carried out and the results achieved are scientifically sound and innovative.
4.2. The research results achieved are consistent with the project’s objective and the thematic research areas set forth in Subparagraph 30.1 of Cabinet Regulation No. 746[footnoteRef:5].  [5:  Cabinet Regulation of 26 November 2024 No. 746 "Regulations Regarding the Implementation of Activity 6.1.1.2 "Development of research for the sustainable use of natural resources in the context of environmental and climate objectives" of Specific Support Objective 6.1.1 "Mitigating the economic, social and environmental impacts of the transition to climate neutrality in the most affected regions" of the European Union Cohesion Policy Programme 2021–2027" (hereinafter – Cab. Reg. No.746).] 

4.3. The developed product or technology meets the definition[footnoteRef:6] of a new product[footnoteRef:7] or a new technology[footnoteRef:8].  [6:  A new product refers to goods or services that are entirely new or that have improved functional characteristics or a changed intended use (including changes or improvements to technical parameters, components, materials, bundled software, and user-friendly features). The following are not considered new products:
1. The suspension of use of a particular part of the process.
2. Replacement or significant expansion of capital assets (purchase of modules identical to those currently in use, minor expansions, and hardware and software updates). New equipment or expansions must include significant improvements in specifications.
3. Changes resulting from fluctuations in the prices of components (changes in product prices or production process productivity do not constitute product innovation; for example, in computer manufacturing, a decrease in the price of microchips leads to a decrease in the selling price of the same computer model).
4. Product adaptations to specific needs (for example, adapting a product to a customer’s needs without altering the functional or technical characteristics of the new product in a way that would make it more competitive than existing products).
5. Daily, seasonal, and cyclical changes and improvements (for example, in the clothing industry, a new seasonal collection is not considered an innovation).
6. Design changes (including taste and smell) that do not alter the product’s functions, intended use, or technical characteristics.
7. The resale of goods or processes produced by other manufacturers.
8. Improvements to promote marketing (including aesthetic changes).
9. Improving organisational processes in the company’s operations.]  [7:  A new and innovative technology is a technology that is new and has not yet been proven in comparison to the technical level achieved in the industry, which involves a risk of technological or industrial failure and is not an optimisation or improvement of existing technology.]  [8: Compliance with the definition of a new product or technology is assessed by taking into account: a) a comparison of the target market and parameters of existing products or technologies on the market and the prototype developed within the project: functional characteristics, method of use, technical specifications, components, materials, software, and cost; b) the commercialisation potential of the new product/technology prototype developed within the project, characterised by the technology readiness level (TRL) and the degree of innovation.] 

4.4. The protection of intellectual property rights[footnoteRef:9] arising from the implementation of research is consistent with the research category (if applicable). [9:  rights that meet the definition set forth in Article 1(1)(b) of Commission Regulation No. 316/2014 - patents, utility models, supplementary protection certificates for medicinal products, plant breeders' certificates, software copyrights, know-how.] 

4.5. The content of the scientific articles produced is consistent with the project’s theme and objective.
4.6. The research categories[footnoteRef:10] selected and applied are consistent with the intended objective. [10:  The results must be consistent with the selected research category (basic research, industrial research, or experimental development, including the conditions set forth in Paragraph 31 of Cabinet Regulation No. 746, if multiple research categories are implemented within the project) and related to the research phases planned in the project.] 

5. The course of the project implementation reflects the progress and completion of the common (horizontal) tasks specified in Paragraph 13 of Cabinet Regulation No. 746 by the end of the project implementation.

Expert rating*: 
	Compliant with what is planned
	

	Compliant with suggestions for improving the course of research
	

	Non-compliant
	



	Recommendations for project implementation (to be completed if the rating "Compliant with suggestions for improving the course of research" or "Non-compliant" is selected)
	



IMPACT
1. The socioeconomic impact of the research results achieved, including alignment with the smart specialization area "Knowledge-intensive Bioeconomy" and targeting the statistical regions of Kurzeme, Latgale, Vidzeme, and Zemgale[footnoteRef:11]. [11:  In accordance with the classification of the Nomenclature of territorial units for statistics 3 level (NUTS 3 level) in effect as of 25 November 2022.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk224898424]2. The activities carried out under the project are not aimed at supporting the peat industry to increase peat extraction, but rather at supporting the development of research capacity and excellence in the natural resources sector to achieve Latvia’s climate neutrality.
3. Intellectual property management – planned knowledge and technology transfer measures, their potential impact on the development of research for the sustainable use of natural resources in the context of environmental and climate goals, economic development, and meeting societal needs, including the quality of proposed measures to raise awareness among various target groups about project activities.
4. The impact of the research findings on the sector’s future development.
5. The project’s implementation to date has contributed to strengthening the research capacity of the project’s research staff, including students and doctoral candidates.
6. The activities carried out so far within the project contribute to long-term cooperation with Latvian or foreign scientific institutions (for example, by preparing new research project proposals, developing new cooperation networks, preparing publications, participating in international consortia, etc.). 
7. Ensuring the availability of the project’s results and the sustainability of the research outcomes is proceeding as planned.

Expert rating*: 
	Compliant with what is planned
	

	Compliant with suggestions for improving the course of research
	

	Non-compliant
	



	Recommendations for project implementation (to be completed if the rating "Compliant with suggestions for improving the course of research" or "Non-compliant" is selected)
	



QUALITY AND EFFICIENCY OF PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION
1. The use of material resources (including research infrastructure and equipment) and financial resources used on the implementation of project activities, as well as the scientific capacity and scientific management of the human resources involved, are effective and commensurate with the volume of work performed and the results achieved.
2. The project is being implemented according to the planned timeline of activities.
3. The effectiveness and alignment of the activities, tasks, deliverables, and milestones carried out during project implementation with the project’s planned outcomes, budget summary and timeline. Among other things, the expert assesses whether it is possible to achieve the research results that have not yet been attained during the remaining project implementation period.
4. If there are deviations from the planned timeline, they are justified, and the rescheduling of tasks is effective.
5. The alignment of the resource and results management system with the project’s objectives, including quality and risk management.
6. Quality of cooperation – the division of roles and responsibilities among partners, contribution to achieving the project’s objectives and ensuring the sustainability of the project’s results.

Expert rating*: 
	Compliant with what is planned
	

	Compliant with suggestions for improving the course of research
	

	Non-compliant
	



	Recommendations for project implementation (to be completed if the rating "Compliant with suggestions for improving the course of research" or "Non-compliant" is selected)
	



In the evaluation form, the expert provides their rating for each section (Scientific Excellence, Impact, Quality and Efficiency of Project Implementation) by marking the table with Compliant/Compliant with suggestions for improving the course of research/Non-compliant. 
Submission of the consolidated EC expert opinion – the EC experts involved in the mid-term scientific quality evaluation shall agree on a consolidated opinion. 
In the case of the rating Compliant with suggestions for improving the course of research/Non-compliant, indicate whether the project’s progress aligns with the plan, provide guidance/recommendations for project implementation, and, if necessary, provide suggestions for adjusting the work plan, also indicating the degree to which project results have been achieved (assessed as a percentage of the originally planned project progress at the time of the mid-term evaluation) and, if applicable, potential risks. This section will be sent to the beneficiary of the funding, and compliance with the recommendations will be taken into account in the final scientific quality evaluation. 
Based on the assigned rating: 
a) In the case of "Compliant with what is planned" – the project implementation continues as planned without any additional conditions;
b) In the case of "Compliant with suggestions for improving the course of research" – the grant beneficiary is required to coordinate any amendments to the project work plan with the Central Finance and Contracting Agency;
c) In the case of "Non-compliant" – the Central Finance and Contracting Agency convenes an inter-agency meeting to decide whether to amend the project work plan or to terminate the project implementation agreement.

