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Evaluation Criteria for the European Commission Database Experts for Mid-Term Evaluation of Results of the Scientific Quality of the Measure 1.1.1.3 first selection round
SCIENTIFIC QUALITY
1. The project implementation is directed towards achievement of the project aim, planned indicators. 
2. It is possible to identify the indicators provided in the “Report on Project Implementation Progress for Mid-Term Scientific Quality Evaluation” Section 1.3 “Project indicators achieved in accordance with provisions of the laws and regulations on implementation of the respective specific support objective or measure of the European Union funding”:
a) original scientific articles published in journals or conference proceedings included in the Web of Science, SCOPUS or ERIH+ databases;
b) a prototype of a new product or new technology, including methods;
c) new non-commercial medical treatment and diagnostic methods; 
d) technology rights[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Patents, functional models, supplementary protections certificates for medical products, plant breeding certificates, software copyrights, and technical know-how. ] 

3. Scientific quality of the project results provided in point 2 of the present criteria is sufficient considering scientific value of the achieved results, innovation degree (level within an institution, national or internationally) and compliance with necessities of a particular enterprise (in case of a project related to business activity) or particular area of national economy, as well as one can ascertain that:   
3.1. the prototype developed within framework of the project corresponds to the definition of a new product[footnoteRef:3] or technology[footnoteRef:4];  [3:  New product – goods or services, which are completely new or have improved functional properties or changed intended use (including changed or improved technical parameters, components, materials, added software, user-friendly properties). The following shall not be considered a new product:
1. ceasing to use some part of a process;
2. capital replacement or extensive increase (purchasing of modules identical to the modules being used, insignificant extensions, equipment and software upgrades). New equipment or extensions must have significant improvements in specifications;
3. alterations due to changes in prices of components (changes in product price or productivity of the production process are not a product innovation, for example, in manufacturing of computers, sales prices of a computer model drop due to the drop in the price of its chip);
4. adaptation of products to specific needs (for example, adaptation of a product to customer’s needs, which does not cause such changes in functional or technical properties of the new product, which ensure higher competitiveness of the product compared to existing products);
5. daily, seasonal and cyclic changes and improvements (for example, a new seasonal collection in manufacturing of clothes is not considered as innovation);
6. changes in design (including flavour and aroma), which do not change functions, application or technical properties;
7. resale of goods or processes of other manufacturers;
8. improvements to promote marketing (including aesthetic changes);
9. improvement of organisational processes in the enterprise’s activity.]  [4:  New and innovative technology is a new technology that has not proved itself yet in comparison with the technological level in the sector and that carries the risk of technological or industrial failure and is not an optimisation or improvement of an existing technology.
Compliance with the definition of a new product or technology is evaluated on basis of: 
comparison of existing product or technology analogues and the prototypes developed within framework of the project and parameters of development in the market: functional characteristics, type of application, technical specification, components, materials, software, local market price or cost;
commercialisation potential of the new product/technology prototype developed within framework of the project determined by its technology readiness level (TRL) and the level of innovation.] 

3.2. the content of the scientific articles corresponds to the project's topic and the stated project objective;
3.3. the selected and applied research categories[footnoteRef:5] correspond to the planned project goal.  [5:  Feasibility study, fundamental research, industrial research, experimental development.] 


IMPLEMENTATION QUALITY AND EFFICIENCY 
4. The use of financial resources is efficient, meaning that the financial resources used for project implementation are appropriate in relation to the achieved results. 
5. The implementation of the project is proceeding according to the planned Project implementation schedule.
6. If there are deviations from the planned Project implementation schedule, they are justified, and the rescheduling of work tasks is effective.
7. It is possible to achieve the planned goals and results in the remaining project implementation period.

Expert’s evaluation: 
	Corresponds
	

	Corresponds with suggestions

	*

	Does not correspond
	*



The expert provides his/her assessment in each section of the evaluation form (“Scientific Quality”, “Implementation Quality and Efficiency”) by selecting one of the options in the table– Corresponds /Corresponds with suggestions/Does not correspond. 
Provision of the consolidated EC expert opinion – the EC experts involved in the mid-term scientific quality assessment agree on a consolidated opinion.

*In cases where the assessment is Corresponds with suggestions / Does not correspond the expert provides comments and recommendations for project implementation, also indicating the degree of achievement of the project results (evaluated as a percentage in relation to the initially planned progress at the time of mid-term evaluation). This section will be sent to the funding recipient, and the fulfillment of the recommendations shall be considered at the final evaluation of scientific quality.

